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How To Sell 300 Raffle Tickets in 5 Days                  
By White Cane Chairman Richie Dickson  

 

The three Lions Clubs that 

sell the most tickets in the 

Lions Sight Foundation of 

Mississippi 20 Guns in 20 

Days Raffle wins prize 

money! The club that sells 

the most will receive 

$2,000. Second Place re-

ceives $1,000 and Third 

Place gets $500. This 

thought was on my mind 

when I awakened on the 

Wednesday morning be-

fore the drawings were set 

to begin on Monday, No-

vember 3rd. If my Club 

could just sell a bunch of 

tickets in the three days 

remaining, then maybe we 

could come in third place. 

Now understand that my 

“Sold Ticket Envelope” 

contained $600 from five 

individuals that purchased 

the 6 for $100 package(s). 

One of those people had 

won a gun in two of the 

previous years of the 

20G20D Raffles. But in 

this year’s raffle only 3 

Lions members had sold 

tickets.                                             

While I tried to get some 

work done that morning, 

all I could think about was 

our club could come in 

third place and have prize 

money to help folks in our 

community! Finally, at 

11:42 AM I texted my first 

recipient the following 

text: “Lions of Mississippi 

20 Guns in 20 Days starts 

Monday November 3rd!!!                                             

One ticket - $20 or 6 Tick-

ets for $100. Give me your 

$$, name and cell # by Fri-

day noon and I will have 

your stubs in the drawings. 

If we pull your name, you 

win one of the guns shown 

on the attached photo, we 

will call you to tell you 

which one you won and 

then put that stub back into 

the drum for more chances 

to win another gun! Let me 

hear from you soon!  Share 

this text with your hunting 

friends. As a Lion for 45 

years, I thank you for your 

support!”                                           

Then I sent the text to 

around 80 folks (including 

my other Lions Club mem-

bers) that I thought might 

be interested in purchasing 

some tickets. The first sale 

really lit my fire when he 

responded in 4 minutes, 

“I’ll be happy to buy $500. 

How do you want the 

check?” I picked it up 

Thursday! The next couple 

of days, the total began to 

rise steadily.                      

On Saturday, I followed up 

with the following text:            

“I didn’t hear back from 

you yet. If you are interest-

ed in the Lions Club 20 

Guns in 20 Days raffle, I 

have to see you before 

2PM tomorrow! Thank you 

for your consideration!”         

Well, I chased ticket sales 

and collected money until 

4:30pm Sunday when Lion 

Ms. Charlotte and I loaded  

(cont. on page 2) 



                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

300 Tickets in 5 Day… 
 
 into the white Jeep to go spend the night 

in Madison with her niece, Rhonda New-

ell and her husband, Lion John.                                    

I delivered my money and ticket stubs to 

the Lions State Office the next morning 

and began filling out about a third of the 

almost 200 stubs remaining to be com-

pleted. A big thank you to Mike, Paula, 

and Becky for finishing the task. When 

all was said and done, the Clarksdale Li-

ons Club turned in $5,220 and finished in 

fourth place very close to the third place 

Club. WAIT TILL NEXT YEAR!                 

BUT FIRST, A WORD FROM OUR 

SPONSOR: TIME TO DECORATE 

OUR CHRISTMAS TREE WITH 

LIGHTS FOR SIGHT! Lions Clubs re-

member that “WE SERVE” spirit of one 

of your Lions or someone in your com-

munity that have helped others or given 

to those in need with a LIGHT FOR 

SIGHT in honor and/or memory of those 

special people! See the ad in this issue!

THE REST OF THE STORY (As Paul 

Harvey used to say):                                                    

On my way to the State Office that Mon-

day morning, I realized that the Clarks-

dale Lions were contributing not only to 

the long range needs of the Endowment 

Fund, but also to the current year’s White 

Cane Campaign (Cackle for the Gold). 

Ten Precent of the net gross of the ticket 

sales from the 20 Guns in 20 Days are 

given to the White Cane Campaign. So, 

my club has contributed roughly $500 to 

White Cane in this process. Last year the 

Lions of Mississippi had 35 Clubs that 

failed to give anything to White Cane. 

My club was one of them. I call them 

Zero Clubs. Fundraisers are increasingly 

difficult for our Club. We are too old to 

conduct a Pancake Breakfast. We cannot 

sell tickets for this or that. We can’t get 

the cheese to sell since Covid. We are too 

old!                                                                           

But 20 Guns in 20 Days Raffle requires 

no planning on the part of the local Lions 

Club. Somebody else (Lion Tony Nettles) 

lines up the guns, the sponsors to pay for 

the guns, plans the date to begin the sale, 

has the tickets printed and distributed, 

and sets the date of the drawings (Lion 

Tony actually has many folks helping in 

these things.) But all the local Lions Club 

has to do is sell the tickets to interested 

supporters. O,K so there are two things– 

1. Identify potential buyers in your com-

munity. How do you do that? Look for 

the camouflage dressed folks in your res-

taurants, community sporting events and 

church meetings. Get to know them if 

you don’t know them already. 2. Make a 

list of these folks. Compare notes with 

other members of your Lions Club.  

When the tickets arrive next August, look 

at your list to see how many more tickets 

you need to order. Set a two week time 

slot to sell in your community and sell to 

as many of those on the list as you can. 

You might even pick up a couple of new 

members from this group. Even if you 

were once a ZERO CLUB, you are about 

to enter the Race for Third Place in sales 

of 20G20D Raffle Tickets. AND become 

an ACTIVE supporting Lions Club in 

Building the Endowment Fund and 

WHITE CANE. 

S E R V E   T O   L E A D, LE A D T O   

S E R V E! 



  

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 



District 30-M                                       District Governor                        

News                                                           John Storley     

 
I have enjoyed visiting various clubs this 

year. What I look forward to most is en-

gaging with new Lions members and learn-

ing about the service projects they have 

planned to benefit their community. My 

goal is to continue visiting more clubs and 

participating in various service projects 

across the district. Please feel free to send 

any pictures of club activities happening in 

your area.                                                                     

We have had a good start increasing our 

membership this year. International Presi-

dent, A.P. Singh, assigned International 

Director Chris Carlone to help the Lions of 

Mississippi grow our membership. As of 

now, District 30 – M has shown positive 

growth this year. Our Global Action Team 

(GAT) members are available to assist any 

clubs with membership growth, service 

project ideas, or training.                                                                  

Our Mid-Winter Convention will be held 

in Grenada on January 23rd – 24th, 2026. 

We will kick off the weekend with a wel-

come get-together on Friday night. It will 

be a fun way to mix and mingle with 

friends and fellow Lions. Light refresh-

ments will be included! The Comfort Inn 

will be our host hotel for the event. On 

Saturday, the business meeting will be held 

at the First and Green venue. After the 

meeting, Lions are free to stroll around 

Downtown Grenada for lunch,  shopping, 

explore the Swamp walking trails, or join 

us at the Balloon Quest Escape Room. Al-

so, there will be a Q&A session with our 

guest speaker in the Hospitality Room of 

The Comfort Inn. The event will conclude 

with the District Governor’s Banquet at the 

First and Green venue. We look forward to 

seeing everyone for a fun-filled weekend! 

VDG Deb Storley, Lion Don James (Horn Lake Lions Club), DG John Storley and Rachel 

Storley (Horn Lake Lions Club) recently participated in the Northwest Community College 

Spooktacular where they handed out candy and treats to the local trick or treaters.   

Lion Don James, Rachel Storley and VDG Deb Storley are seen here participating in a ser-

vice project benefiting the Extra Table Food Bank. Dry food products and non-perishable 

can good items were packed by volunteers to help with replenishing recent diminishing 

food supplies. 



 

    



District 30-S                                          District Governor 

News                                                        Penny Edwards  

The first quarter of the Lions Year 

has concluded. Plans are underway 

for the District 30-S Mid-Winter Con-

vention, scheduled for January 9-10, 

2026, in Magee, MS. The event will 

take place at Berry’s Seafood & Cat-

fish Restaurant meeting room, with 

accommodations available at the Hol-

iday Inn Express, located across Hwy 

49.                                                                                      
Lions have attributed low turnout to 

high hotel and meal costs at conven-

tions. Magee was chosen as the venue 

for its central location; all members 

are within a 2.5-hour drive, helping 

reduce hotel expenses for Friday and 

Saturday if you choose not to stay 

overnight.                                                               
Why should you attend the January 2026 

Mid-Winter Convention? Here’s Why… 

To engage with members from other clubs 

at conventions; exchanging ideas in 

person enhances the strength of all 

clubs. The Friday evening Meet and 

Greet Reception at the Holiday Inn 

Express offers an excellent opportuni-

ty to begin these conversations. 

To welcome International Director Chris 

Carlone to Mississippi and contribute 

to making his experience meaningful. 

To support Past District Governor Greg 

Crapo, Mississippi’s first International 

Director nominee in over twenty 

years. 

To exercise your duty as a Lion in nomi-

nating committee members and elect-

ing District leaders; participation of 

club voting delegates is essential. 

To support the district officers and the 

district cabinet, as well as club mem-

bers who dedicate their time and ex-

pertise to advancing the leadership 

within District 30-S. 

To take part “As A Super Hero of Service” 

in the District 30-S Week of Hunger 

Initiative service project to further the 

Lions’ mission of “We Serve.” 

To experience the wonderful hospitality of 

the Magee Lions and to enjoy what 

the beautiful city Magee and the sur-

rounding area has to offer 

To enjoy Berry’s Buffet, known for its 

extensive and impressive buffet . 

Members are encouraged to attend-

Saturday’s business meeting. They 

can then choose between participating 

in the Hunger Initiative Service Pro-

ject or training after lunch. Later that 

evening, the District Governor’s Ban-

quet featuring guest speaker Interna-

tional Director Chris Carlone from 

Slidell, LA will culminate the day’s 

activities.                                                                                       
The business meeting, service project, 

and evening banquet will all take 

place in the meeting room at Berry’s 

Restaurant. The training will take 

place in the hospitality room adjacent 

to the lobby at the Holiday Inn Ex-

press.                                                                             
Club Delegates                                                 

Clubs should be considering who 

their voting delegates will be. As di-

rected in the Mississippi MD-30 

Standard Multiple District Constitu-

tion and By-Laws:                                                    

Article VII, Section 2. Club Dele-

gate Formula. Each club in good 

standing in Lions Clubs International, 

and its district, and this multiple dis-

trict shall be entitled in each conven-

tion of this multiple district to one (1) 

delegate and one (1) alternate for each 

ten (10) members, who have been en-

rolled for at least one year and a day 

in the club or major fraction thereof, 

of said club as shown by the records 

of the international office on the first 

day of the month last preceding that 

month during which the convention is 

held. The major fraction referred to in 

this section shall be five (5) or more 

members.                                                                    

All eligible delegates must be mem-

bers in good standing and members of 

a club in good standing.                                     

Any delinquent dues may be paid and 

good standing acquired up to fifteen 

days (15) days prior to the close of 

credential certification, as such clos-

ing time shall be established by the 

rules of the respective convention.                 

Amendments Article VII, Section 2, 

Addition to Section                                                 

All Past District Governors (in good 

standing from clubs that are in good 

standing) are considered to be dele-

gates from their respective clubs in 

addition to any other delegates select-

ed by the club.                                                        

LCI Hunger Initiative Week, Janu-

ary 3-11, 2026, District 30-S Service 

Project                                                    

A suggestion for the Initiative is to 

help restock food donation facilities. 

Currently, food banks are particularly 

depleted due to the government shut-

down and reduced SNAP benefits, 

leaving many federal employees with-

out income and turning to already 

overburdened support services for 

help. The District 30-S service project 

for the Mid-Winter Convention in-

volves collecting non-perishable 

food. Clubs already aiding a food 

pantry should continue their efforts 

and report activities through the Por-

tal. Convention attendees are request-

ed to bring non-perishable items for 

the District 30-S Service Project.                                                                        
Training                                                             

Plans for club officer training will be 

published in the December District  

30-S Newsletter. To determine at-

tendee numbers, a registration form 

will be included. Club Presidents and/

or Secretaries are encouraged to pro-

vide this training registration form to 

their current and, incoming officers.                                                                    

Lions are “The Super Heroes of Ser-

vice” and                                                                   

In Mississippi – WE SERVE! 

District Governor                                             

Penny Edwards 
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Status of Donations 

July 1, 2025 – September 30, 2025 

  30-M 30-S 
Total Donations $4,206 $3,966 
Donation Goal $26,265 $22,707 
Percentage of 

Goal 16% 17.5% 

Last Year LCIF 

Donations $22,954 $12,392 


