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State Convention Preview   

    White Cane Funds: 

• MS Lions Eye Bank 

• Deaf Camp 

• All-State Band 

• Diabetes             

Awareness 

• Sea and Sun  

Camp 

• Leadership Confer-

ences for Boys & 

Girls 

Batesville To Host First State Convention     

We are now over halfway 

through with the Lions year, and 

we have currently only raised 

about 1/3 of this year’s White 

Cane goal. If you have not al-

ready conducted your club’s 

White Cane fundraiser, please 

consider doing so and go ahead 

and send your contribution in to 

the state office.                                

The Mississippi Lions Eye Bank, 

All-State Band, Boys and Girls 

Leadership Conferences, Sea 

and Sun Camp, Deaf Camp and 

scholarships for diabetic youth 

camps all need your support and 

White Cane monies are essential 

to their survival.                                 

We are excited about two new 

ways to support White Cane. 

Trustees have begun selling 

drawdown tickets for $50 each 

with the grand prize being 

$1000. The drawdown will be 

conducted at the Lions State 

Convention with the last five 

tickets being drawn at the DG 

Banquet. The other way to sup-

port White Cane is by setting up 

a painless reoccurring contribu-

tion to LSF. If we could secure 

1/3 of our members to contribute 

$10 a month, we would realize 

$60K. If we could get Lions to 

commit to $20 a month, we 

could meet our goal. Forms are 

available at the state office. With 

your help, we can Steam to Suc-

cess!      

Batesville, Mississippi, along 

with the Batesville Lions Club, 

will host this year’s state con-

vention to be held April 25-26. 

This will be the first time 

Batesville has hosted the annual 

multiple district event. “The 

Batesville Lions Club embraces  

this opportunity to welcome 

Lions to our city,” said PDG 

Jerry Lightsey, local conven-

tion chairman. “We are plan-

ning a fun, informative and 

affordable event,” said Light-

sey.                                                        

The convention will begin at 12 

noon with registration, fol-

lowed by various committee 

meetings and training sessions 

geared toward club presidents, 

secretaries, treasurers and zone 

chairmen. All meetings con-

ducted Friday will be at the 

headquarter hotel, Holiday Inn 

Express. You may secure your 

special room rate of $129 plus 

tax by contacting the hotel at 

662-563-1234 and identifying 

yourself as a Lion attending the 

convention. Please make your 

reservations by March 25th to 

take advantage of this rate and 

reserve your room. After that 

date, rates and room availabil-

ity will not be guaranteed.                                      

Following Friday’s meetings, 

Lions will convene at the 

Batesville Lions Club Building 

for the Lions of Mississippi 

Hall of Fame Induction Ban-

quet, sponsored by the Lions 

Sight Foundation of Mississip-

pi.                                                          

Saturday morning will begin 

bright and early back at the 

Holiday Inn Express where 

registration will continue at 

8:00 am and delegate certifica-

tion will be held until 9:00 am. 

The annual business session 

will follow, with Council 

Chairperson Amy Harrison 

presiding. Lions will be updat-

ed on the status of committees 

and statewide projects. After 

the feature presentations, in-

cluding PDG Greg Crapo and 

an update on our quest for him 

to win the office of Internation-

al Director, Lions will be dis-

missed to have lunch on their 

own. After lunch, Lions will 

reconvene at the headquarter 

hotel to participate in their re-

spective district meetings.  

Elections will follow immedi-

ately.                                            

Beginning at 2:30 pm, Lions 

will be treated to Bingo. The 

activity will be sponsored by 

the Past District Governors 

Club and will benefit White 

Cane. Also benefitting White 

Cane will be a drawdown, 

which will begin with the PDG 

event and conclude at the Dis-

trict Governors Banquet later 

that night. Tickets are $50, with 

many prizes to be drawn for, 

including a $1,000 grand prize.                                             

The banquet will be held at the 

Batesville Lions Club Building 

and will feature our guest and 

keynote speaker, International 

Director John Lawrence of 

Chestertown, Maryland.                     

So make your plans to attend!     

 

Lions, Let’s Keep Steaming to Success   by Dr. Walter Johnston, White Cane Chairman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I See It…               
by Kellie Wier, RN, CTBS, CEBT 

Every year on February 14th, National Do-
nor Day is dedicated to spreading aware-
ness and education about organ, eye, and 
tissue donation. National Donor Day was 

started in 1998 by the Saturn Corporation 
and its partner, the United Auto Workers, 
and is supported by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.  

By educating and sharing the Donate Life 
message, we can each take small steps dai-
ly to help save and heal more lives and 
honor the donor’s legacy of generosity and 
compassion. National Donor Day is a time 
to focus on all types of donation—organ, 
eye, tissue, blood, platelets, and marrow. 
Join us by sharing social media messages 
and encouraging others to register as do-
nors. 

National Donor Day is also a day to recog-
nize those who have given and received the 
gift of life through organ, eye, and tissue 
donation, are currently waiting for a life-
saving transplant, and those who died wait-

ing because an organ was not donated in 
time. For more information or ways you 
can get involved, visit https://
donatelife.net/how-you-can-help/take-
action/. 

        

Circle of Champions  Bronze Level  ($1000-$2499)   

Walter Johnston                          Vicksburg                           $ 2000                      

Mike Dowd                                   Louisville                            $ 2000                                      

Tony Nettles & Linda Long        McComb                            $ 2000                                    

McComb Lions Club                   McComb                            $ 2000                                     

Barron & Elizabeth Caulfield    Water Valley                      $ 2000                                     

Bob Cunny                                    Vicksburg                          $ 2000                                        

Shelton Little                                 McComb                           $ 1000                                    

Jim & Becky Nix                           Meadville                          $ 1000                                  

James Wilkerson                           Madison                            $ 1000                                        

Bill Martin (memorials)               Hattiesburg                       $ 1000                                

Lois Goodin                                   Louisville                           $ 1000                                        

Silver ($2500-$4999)    Gold ($5000-$24,999)    Platinum ( $25,000 and above)                                   

The Circle of Champions is a project of the Lions Sight 

Foundation. By becoming a gun sponsor for the 20 Guns 

in 20 Days Fundraiser, you can qualify to be in the Circle.  

  White Cane...Steaming To Success! 

                     Total Goal $101,000 

 

 

 

         YTD District 30-M:       $17,369.00     

         YTD District 30-S:         $22,140.00  

         YTD Other:                        $4850.00  

         Total:                                $44,359.00  

   ***  YTD as of 2/5/25   ***   41% of goal 

https://donatelife.net/how-you-can-help/take-action/
https://donatelife.net/how-you-can-help/take-action/
https://donatelife.net/how-you-can-help/take-action/


  

 

  

 

  

  

 



District 30-M                                       District Governor                        

News                                                           John Storley     

Our year is now more than half over 

and I’ve really enjoyed visiting Lions 

Clubs and meeting new Lions mem-

bers. If I have not visited your club 

yet, please reach out to me so that I 

can make plans for a special visit.                                                                                                                                                                                          

We held our Mid-Winter Convention 

on January 24th  & 25th in Southaven, 

Mississippi. It was a successful 

event, complimented by our guest 

speakers Jeff Hawkins, with his 

Leader Dog Dove, and Past Interna-

tional President, Brian Sheehan.                                                   

On Friday night, Jeff spoke about his 

experiences of going from being an 

active EMT to a person who felt like 

he could not function in society. His 

eyesight degenerated to a point 

where he only had peripheral vision. 

He spent 20 years feeling isolated 

before he discovered Leader Dog. 

That’s when his life changed for the 

better. He now leads a full, active 

life, doing things he loves including 

hiking and camping in the mountains, 

playing ice hockey, and so much 

more. A lot of his time and effort is 

dedicated to speaking on behalf of 

the Leader Dogs for The Blind.  With 

the assistance of his Leader Dog 

Dove, Hawkins demonstrated some 

of the training techniques that Leader 

Dog provides for their clients to pre-

pare them for their new Leader Dog 

companion.                                                         

On Saturday night, Past International 

President Brian Sheehan delivered a 

quirky and unique, yet inspirational 

message. He also inducted the Horn 

Lake Lions Club newest member, 

Chet Simmons.                                                                                                                

His presentation included educating 

clubs on Mission 1.5, as well as 

growing clubs and districts while 

making it fun. He touched on ways to 

use AI (artificial intelligence) to in-

crease membership and start new 

clubs. PIP Sheehan said that it’s a 

new, innovative and fun way to get 

people engaged in learning more 

about Lions. He incorporated humor-

ous and entertaining videos, featuring 

members of the multi-district team 

demonstrating how much fun leader-

ship can be.                                                 

While making his closing comments, 

PIP Sheehan handed out several 

President’s Certificates of Apprecia-

tion to some very deserving Lions in 

the district. PCC Tommy Ragan, Li-

on Rachel Storley, Lion Terrie John-

son, Lion Celia Carter and 2nd VDG 

Deb Storley all received International 

President’s Certificates of Apprecia-

tion, which is the fourth highest 

award that can be presented to a    

Lions Club member.                                              

The 30-M Mid-Winter Convention 

was deemed a success. Thank you to 

everyone who had a hand in making 

the weekend great! 

District Governor                                                  

John Storley 

 

Past International President Brian Sheehan mesmerized the Lions of District 30-M with his zany and quirky presentations through 

out the course of the District 30-M Mid-Winter Convention held in Southaven, January 25-26, 2025. PIP Sheehan’s energy was un-

matched and he left the district empowered and ready to take on the challenges we as Lions face in new and innovative ways.  



 

 
Mid-Winter Convention Scrapbook 

 (left photo) PCC Tommy Ragan (center) is presented with an International President’s Certificate of Appreciation. (right photo) Lion Rachel 

(center) Storley receives an International President’s Certificate of Appreciation. This award is the fourth highest honor a Lion can receive.  

(left photo) Past International President Sheehan presents VDG Russ Lamb 

and his wife Kathy with his friendship banner. (top right photo)  Lion Celia 

Carter is surprised by Past International President Sheehan and receives a 

International President’s Certificate of Appreciation. (bottom right) Council 

Chairperson Amy Harrison and 30-S District Governor Elijah Mitchell re-

ceive friendship banners from Past International President Brian Sheehan. 



District 30-S                                          District Governor 

News                                                         Elijah Mitchell  

Again, I am truly honored and 
humbled to serve as your District 
Governor for 2024-2025.We have 
made great strides to make our 
“Mission  Possible” so that we can 
“Make our Mark” to help achieve our 
Lions Clubs International goal of 1.5 
Mission members by June 30, 2027.    
As I continue to visit clubs, I have 
been welcomed with warm hospitali-
ty. Club officers and members are ex-
cited about being Lions. You can see 
the excitement in their demeanor and 
hear it in their voices. If I haven’t vis-
ited your club yet, please schedule a 
time on your calendars and invite me 
to your meeting. Out of courtesy and 
respect, I don’t want to show up with-
out a formal invitation.                                   
Many clubs are involved in special 
projects in their communities. Re-
member as Lions, “We Serve” and 
every time we serve, we also “Make 
our Mark”.  And with every life we 
touch, we make a difference in some-
one else’s life. Mission 1.5 will in-
crease our capacity to serve and this 
mission is possible. Because when we 
shine a light on our service, we light 
up our communities. Without men-
tioning each club by name, I will 
highlight some of their special pro-
jects to give other clubs an idea about 
similar projects they can implement: 
Work with senior adults, volunteer 
with parks and recreation programs, 
mentor at-risk children, volunteer at 
food pantries and homeless centers, 
form Branch, Specialty, Social Media, 
Leo and Veterans Clubs. This list isn’t 
totally inclusive, but demonstrates 
what some of our clubs are doing.                      
Crystal Springs and Biloxi Clubs held 
Peace Posters Contests. The winners 
are Ousbree Adams, Crystal Springs 
Club and Joey Biagini, representing 
the Biloxi Club. These posters were 
both displayed at the Mid-Winter 
Convention. Biloxi Club President 
Lion Tadd Gabrielson is training a 
future Leader Dog for the Blind.                                     
I give thanks to all Zone Chairmen for 

serving as liaison between clubs and 
the district by supporting the health of 
clubs in your zone. Don’t forget to 
send regular progress reports for clubs 
you have visited.                                               
On January 10-11, the Mid-Winter 
convention was held in Hattiesburg, at 
the Doubletree Hilton to celebrate, 
share and continue to rise to the call 
to serve. It was an awesome conven-
tion, highlighted by our guests, Inter-
national Director Bert Nelson and Li-
on Pamela Nelson. We enjoyed their 
warm personalities. Both are from 
New York Mills, Minnesota. ID Bert 
and Lion Pamela blended right in with 
the Lions of  30-S as if they were al-
ready acquainted with each of us. ID 
Bert possessed a warmth and humor 
that flowed from one conversation 
into the next, nonstop. Laughter was a 
true “icebreaker” for an otherwise 
chilly weekend. As District Governor, 
I found myself beginning each session 
with a humorous anecdote or story. 
Sticking with that theme and not to be 
outdone, ID Bert informed us that he 
has written a book called Lions Life 
Book Bert-isms, Jokes to Make You 
Groan. He shared several of his best 
tales over the course of the weekend 
which were appreciated and quite 
frankly overshadowed my futile at-
tempt at humor.                                
The food was excellent, and we had 
good fellowship. Musician Thomas 
Edwards was awesome and we appre-
ciated his performance. Regrettably, 
many Lions could not attend due to 
cold, icy and wet weather conditions. 
But those that attended warmed up 
quickly to ID Bert when he presented                                                      
a Melvin Jones Award to Lion Doro-
thy Fennell, Pine Belt Club.             
PCC Tommy Ragan of the Tupelo 
Club received an International Presi-
dent’s Certificate of Appreciation for 
his outstanding work in marketing. 
Lion Craig Sawyers, Hazlehurst Club 
also received an International Presi-
dent’s Certificate of Appreciation for 
his 20 years of service. Lion Wayne 

Ross, Biloxi Club, received an Inter-
national President’s Certificate of Ap-
preciation for his dedicated service.  
Lion Dawn Ross, Biloxi Club also, 
was recognized and received an Inter-
national President’s Certificate of Ap-
preciation.                                                      
ID Bert encouraged us regarding our 
levels of service, empowerment, in-
creasing club membership, new club 
development and volunteering to 
bring strength to our clubs and com-
munities. Lion Pamela Nelson gave 
an exceptional presentation on service 
projects. We need new members in 
our clubs to put hands on any global 
cause.  When we grow, we have more 
hands for service projects. PDG Greg 
Crapo gave an update on Mission 1.5. 
PDG Cynthia Bamburg gave a presen-
tation of the importance of being a 
Guiding Lion.1st VDG Penny Ed-
wards conducted a session about 
Membership and Retention. With all 
of the excitement generated by our 
meeting, I came up with a slogan dur-
ing the convention, “Let’s Come 
Alive in 2025,” have fun while we 
work to achieve our mission and 
“Make our Mark”.                                   
I am in awe of all the support of my 
fellow Lions who rose to the cause to 
make sure everything was executed as 
planned for the convention. I also give 
thanks to each sponsor for your sup-
port. Because of your support during 
this part of our journey, you have 
sparked additional energy for the rest 
of this year.  I also give thanks to 30-
M District Governor John Storley and 
2VDG Debbie Storley, for their sup-
port. Thank you for joining me to 
make our “Mission Possible”  as we 
“Make our Mark”.                                                     
Finally, at the close of our conven-
tion, ID Bert wore a cape titled 
“HERO”. In his final remarks, he took 
the cape off and dubbed me with the 
cape as being a District 30-S HERO. 
Thank you again for all your support! 

 
 



 

Mid-Winter Convention Scrapbook 

(Left photo) ID Bert Nelson looks on as DG Mitchell welcomes everyone to the 30-S Mid-Winter. (center photo) Lion Dorothy Fennell, Pine Belt 

Lions Club, is presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship Award. (right photo) DG Mitchell lightens the mood with a few of his best jokes.  

Lion Craig Sawyers, Hazlehurst Lions Club, received an Internation-

al President’s Certificate of Appreciation for his 20 years of service. 

Winners of the Peace Poster Contest ...Ousbree Adams, Crystal Springs 

& Joey Biagini, Biloxi.  
International Director Bert Nelson dubs District Governor Elijah 

Mitchell a true “District 30-S Hero.” 



Lions  o f  Miss i ss ippi /

Lions  Sight  Foundation  
431 Katherine Drive  

Flowood MS  39232  

Phone: 601-420-5739 

Fax: 601-420-5743 

E-mail: Lionsofms@aol.com 

New Website: lionsofms.net  

We Serve! 


